Industry Leaders

American University's Online Master's in Economics is led by a distinguished faculty with deep
expertise in economic theory, policy analysis, and applied research. Their diverse academic
and professional backgrounds provide students with practical insights and a well-rounded
understanding of today’s global economic challenges.

Evan Kraft

Economist-in-Residence Economics

Evan Kraft specializes in the economics of transition, monetary policy
and banking issues. He served as Director of the Research Department
and Adviser to the Governor of the Croatian National Bank. His scholarly
work includes studies of soft-budget constraints and their impacts in
former Yugoslavia, macroeconomic stabilization in transition countries,
banking efficiency, lending booms, deposit growth and financial stability,
and monetary policy under dollarization.

Ralph Sonenshine

Senior Professorial Lecturer Economics

Professor Sonenshine is a Senior Professorial Lecturer of Economics at
American University. Ralph combines an academic background in
industrial organization, international economics, and economic history
with business consulting and industry research expertise. His research
and teaching interests include antitrust, mergers and acquisitions,
international trade and finance, and industry studies (e.g. electric utilities
and financial services). Ralph has published.

Natalia Radchenko

Assistant Professor Economics

Natalia Radchenko earned her PhD in Economics from the University of
Paris | Pantheon-Sorbonne & CREST, alongside an MA in Economics
from the Centre for Economic Research and Graduate Education and an
MA in Applied Mathematics from Novosibirsk State University.



https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/kraft.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/sonenshi.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/nataliar.cfm

Mary Eschelbach Hansen

Professor Economics

Mary Eschelbach Hansen is an expert in U.S. social policy. She is
currently working on issues in disability policy. She is widely published
in the fields of child policy, bankruptcy, and economic history. Her
work addresses key issues in race, gender, and economic inequality.
Her research has been funded by the National Science Foundation,
the National Institutes of Health, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, and
the Institute for New Economic Thinking. She has been quoted or
cited by news outlets including WAMU, The Economist, Fortune, CNN,
and the LA Times. She has given public testimony before the DC City
Council and in Federal District Court.

Walter Park

Professor & Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, CAS Economics
Walter Park works on the economics of technology, human capital,

growth, and international development. He focuses, in particular, on
intellectual property systems, R&D, Al, and international knowledge
transfers.

Bernhard Gunter

Assistant Professor Economics

Dr. Gunter is an international scholar in development economics. His
areas of expertise include development macroeconomics, debt
sustainability analysis, and the social impact of globalization. He is
also interested in analyzing poverty reduction policies,
macroeconomic development strategies, and the economic challenges
of climate change. His current research focuses on development
issues of Bangladesh. His work has been published in several pre-
eminent international journals, including World Development,
Development Policy Review, and Third World Quarterly. He serves as
the President of the Bangladesh Development Research Center
(BDRC) and has continuing engagements with various international
developmental organizations.

Kara Reynolds

Professor and Department Chair, Economics

Prof. Reynolds joined the department in 2003 after completing her
PhD at the University of Virginia. Her research interests include the
political economy of trade protection, particularly antidumping
protection, and the impact of trade liberalization on workers and firms.
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https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/mhansen.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/wgp.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/gunter.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/reynolds.cfm
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